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OUR MUSEUM HAS
“YOUR WINDOWS TO THE EARTH’S INNER BEAUTY”

DIAMONDS ARE DEFINITELY OVERRATED

Let’s face it, diamonds have always had the press, largely
due to advertisements by diamond sellers. But, there are
other gemstones that are a great deal more beautiful, richly
colorful, and more vibrant! Think about it, would you rather
have a multifaceted piece of cerussite shot through with
incredibly medium-golden-brown and rainbow reflections
or a clear white stone with some intermittent rainbows done
in the usual faceting fashion? Check out display case
numbers 26 and 32 in the flat cases on the west side of the
Mineral Gallery the next time you’re here. Recently, the
cases have been outfitted with up-to-date 24/7 camera and
alarm systems. So, we can now boast about their beauty
and magnificent brilliance.

How did these gems arrive here? Over the years, these
spectacular examples of faceting art have been donated to
the museum by benefactors, including Don Jackson, Mary
and John Mendocino, Jerry Muchna, Andele Patsch, and
David and Stephanie Walker.

The gemstones are one of our most popular exhibits with
over one hundred jewels to be admired. Some highlights
for you to find are: pale morganite, smoky quartz,
multihued citrine, quartz rounds and several topaz
orchestrating a variety of colors.

There isagreen tsavorite from Africa, deep red chrome
pyrope, spessartine garnets, ruby, and sapphires in the
most fascinating colors. Arizona is well represented. Our
own Jerry Muchna’s faceting work, including his incredible
quartz mushrooms, is on display. A piece of Four Peaks
amethyst glints in pale purple with a flash of red, and
peridot shows its beauty in a half dozen faceted stones.

Over the past several years at Christmas time, we have
received from the Walkers of Montana, a variety of
gemstones that represent every color of the rainbow. Due
to the large quantity that they have donated, the Leaverites
bought new “high-rise gem-holders” to display this
magnificent collection.

Curator Dr. Jan C. Rasmussen, having been underground at
the diamond mine in Kimberley, South Africa, is not a fan
of diamonds. Jan, whose favorite rings are ruby she bought
in Thailand and an emerald she purchased in Columbia,
treasures our display of colored gems. She envisions an
expanded gemstone display in the fancy arched cases
donated by Gene and Roz Meieran. The new exhibit will
compare the natural crystal with the faceted end product.
She is especially interested in gem quality crystals large
enough to be seen and recognized. If you are interested in
contributing to the display, please contact her at
602.771.1612.

Oh yes, there is a diamond on display. Yawn.







